
The Community Chapel 

Nominating Committee Report 

2015 

 

 

Committee Members:  Joe Perreault (Chairperson)   

         Myrna Kamp, Al and Kathy Pizzolorusso 

 

The Nominating committee meeting was held on April 21, 2015. All the committee members were present as well as 

Pastor Jim Welty and Assistant Pastor Garrett Walkup.   

We opened our meeting in prayer for guidance with choosing those who will help with the leadership of the church.  

The committee was presented with a list of positions that needed to be filled and the current officeholders.  Pastor Jim 

and Pastor Garrett answered various questions that the committee members had about items like the amount of years 

the term is and the roles of some of the offices.   

 

The following are the Nominating Committee’s resulting recommendations of candidates who have all 

agreed to continue or begin serving in these roles.  

 

Governing Board:  

 

Position    Candidate     Length of Term  

Secretary       Caroline Gerwien    1 year  

Treasurer     Jerry Ramsay     1 year  

Elder        Ken Burke      3 years  

 

 

Council of Ministries 

 

Position    Candidate     Length of Term  

 Christian Education  Carole Nielsen     3 years  

    Chairperson  

 

  

Governing Board Addendum 
The Governing Board presents the following names for your consideration to serve a one-year term as Governing 

Board Members at Large.   

Allan Keeler 

 Debbie Waller  

Other nominations will be received at the Annual Meeting, but only two (2) individuals may serve.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Joe Perreault  

Chairperson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Report  

2014-2015 

 

My report may sound like the beginning of a Dickens’ novel, but last year was the best of times and the 

worst of times.  Personally it was the most difficult year we have endured since Stephanie  experienced renal 

failure in 2009.  In 2014 she spent three months in two separate rehab facilities due to injuries sustained by 

falling.  (The kidney disease has weakened her bones.)    During the same time we had to switch dialysis 

modalities,  which now requires that I work from home.    

 

Professionally, though, it was a good year on several fronts.  

 In the last year several new families became part of our church family. 

 In June we sponsored a successful mission trip to Thailand  

 In August ten people were baptized. 

 In August we were able to re-finance the church property,  

  transitioning it from the New England District to our church.   

 In November we were able to get a significant amount of site work done our property  

 for a fraction of what it should have cost. 

 In the last year, nine people became members of The Community Chapel 

 

We also experienced the loss of two members early in 2015.  Jane Flahive aka “Mema” and Floyd Lundy 

both passed away.  We will miss both of these friends and the contribution they made to our lives but are 

grateful for the hope that we have that we will see them again. 

 

I am very grateful to our church family, who have cared for us as we have gone through this difficult year.  

We are blessed to be a part of such a loving community.  I am grateful for our leaders who have given me the 

flexibility to work from home, and I am grateful to Pastor Garrett who has held down the fort at the office 

each day.  I am currently able to get into the office a couple of afternoons each week.   

 

In all of this, however, I don’t want people to think that because of all we that are going through, they should 

avoid coming to me with their concerns.  I am called to be your pastor, and the challenges that we are dealing 

with in our personal life don’t preclude me from serving in that role; rather, I hope that they better equip me 

by giving me greater compassion. 

 

In the last year we took some significant steps forward toward having our own building.   We are looking 

forward to having a home of our own: a place that will help to facilitate our ministry goals, but I also 

understand that it’s important to avoid the “when we get our building” mentality which could subtly lead to 

complacency.    

  

The building isn’t going to make us into the church that God wants us to be.   That will happen as we follow 

God’s leading to be God’s people in our world and focus on our mission: 

 The Community Chapel exists to know, grow and show 

 To know Jesus Christ by entering into a personal relationship with Him 

 To grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ and each other 

 To show Jesus’ love to our world 

 

Even though we have experienced “the best of times and the worst of times”, God has been faithful, and you 

His people have been instruments in His hands that have proven that. 

 

Submitted with gratitude, 

 

Pastor Welty 



 

Assistant Pastor’s Report 

 

• I lead my first memorial service this year, Sarah-Kate’s grandmother and longtime member of our church 

Jane Flahive.  She will be greatly missed.  Thank you to the Flahive and Burke families for contributing memorials gifts 

to the church building fund.  Thank you to our church family for your care and support. 

• We made a few improvements to our kids summer camp and had great success.  Our theme was “Under 

Construction” We began offering online registration and many families signed up electronically.  We also set up a 

parent café, a place in the back of the room for parents to stay, chat, enjoy a beverage etc. 

• A few C&MA churches in CT have been meeting and praying to form a partnership with a mission field in 

Northern Africa.  It is called a “creative access” country as it is illegal to convert to Christianity there.  Our goals are to 

collectively support this mission with time, talent, and treasure.  More on this soon. 

• I have been working with a graphic designer to help us with the content and design of our weekly bulletin 

and a new church logo.  More on this coming soon. 

• We incorporated a new software called Planning Center Services (PCO).  This program serves many worship 

team needs, Sunday service needs, and ministries that schedule volunteers.  There are many other uses of PCO of 

which we will continue to explore. Thank you to Kevin Rhodes for guiding us through this. 

• Also new this year was a night of worship at Christ the Redeemer Church (Oct. ’14). This came out of monthly 

prayer and fellowship times with the pastors of Christ the Redeemer, Calvary Chapel and our church.  There were 

over 125 in attendance.  It was a great night for our three churches to simply gather, worship and pray.  We look 

forward to this being an annual event and perhaps enlarging it to become a service to our community as well.  This 

monthly meeting time has been a joy and blessing to me. 

 

Our family is so grateful for all of you. You have shown us generosity, love and care.  Thank you. We hope we have 

given the same to you. 

 

Garrett Walkup 

Assistant Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Chapel Building Committee Report 

Members: 
John MacWilliams 
Allan Keeler 
John Chipko 
Scott and Dianne Davies 
John and Pam Famiglietti 
Eric Negri 
Jim Welty 
Garrett Walkup 
 
In the past year with the Lord’s help, we have made some great improvements to our property in preparation of 
building our church building. Accomplishments include: 

1. We completed the term of our initial financing with the Alliance Development Fund and the property title 
was transferred from The New England CMA to Community Chapel of Southbury.   “Yes we officially have our 
name on the title.” Our address will be 23 Judd Road. 

2.  A new financing agreement was put in place to cover the remaining land purchase amount, $360,000 and a 
line of credit for $180,000 for site development and excavating. 

3. We completed our Wetlands Permit Approval process, thanks to Allan Keeler. 
4. In November we rented equipment and hired R & R Landscaping, Keith Romano to clear the property, cut in 

the driveway, strip off topsoil and begin grading for parking lots and retention pond areas.  Our cost for this 
work was less than $80,000 and our committee believes we saved over $100,000 on this phase of work. 
Special thanks to Cal Walters for assisting on the site. 

5. During the excavating phase we discovered an excess of topsoil which we can sell; and our excavator was 
able to break apart the rock ledge without blasting.  I believe both conditions were put there by our Lord 
many years ago, for our encouragement and blessing. Praise God. 

6. The committee is currently working with an architect, Jim Denno, to complete the building design. Process is 
slow and budget requirements will be challenging. Design and final project budget should be completed this 
summer. 

7. Future work this year will include further grading, driveway drainage and landscaping. There will be a major 
project on the southern end of our property by Old Waterbury Road to replace and improve the drainage 
culvert under Rte. 188. This work is being done by the State of Connecticut and will greatly improve the 
visibility of our site. 

The actual date to begin construction of the building is not determined at this time and is based upon our budget and 
ability to afford construction financing, mortgage and operating costs. 
We want to thank our many volunteers who have picked up tools to work on the property and attended the 
committee meetings.  Also special thanks to Scott Davies for his guidance and relationships which have allowed us 
great progress.  “Together we go.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John MacWilliams 
Allan Keeler 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Christian Education:  Children and Youth 
Annual Report 2014 - 2015 

 

Community Chapel offers the following Christian Education programs for Children and Youth 
 
SUNDAY: 
Nursery 9:30am – 11am Children under 4 years of age 
Kids Klub 10am – 11am  Children ages 4 through 4th grade 
ProTeen 10am – 11am  Youth grades 5th – 12th   (formerly Aloft) 
Kids Korner 11am – 12pm  Nursery/Kids Klub Child Care during 2nd hour 
 
TUESDAY: 
ProTeen Youth grades 5th – 12th and college age  
 

 

SUNDAY: 
 
Nursery:          The Nursery provides care during the first hour of Sunday services for children under 4 years of 
age.  Under the leadership of Sarah Kate Walkup, and staffed by nurturing volunteers who truly have a heart for the 
children, the Nursery provides a way for parents to be refreshed and rejuvenated in worship and to hear God’s Word 
through teaching. Children have opportunities for free play, listening to bible stories, eating snack and participating in 
sing-a-longs. They build beautiful friendships with one another and experience Christ's love through the volunteers 
committed to their care.  We are very grateful for the team of volunteers who love and care for our children and 
support this important ministry.  

 
Kids Klub: The Kids Klub ministry serves children ages 4 through 4th grade from 10am until 11am every Sunday 
for the full calendar year. Through activities, games, worship songs, Bible stories and crafts the children gain a deeper 
understanding of God’s Word as well as the relationship He wants to have with them throughout their lives.  During 
the school year, we teach Kids Klub’s curriculum lovingly created by Stephanie Welty.  Ministry is delivered by a faith-
filled team of teachers and helpers who include John MacWilliams, Carole Nielsen, Vanessa Ort, Paul and Amy 
Catuccio, Zak Lavish, George and Carol McLeary, Liz Bashawaty, Jon Mayes, and Jon Ramsay.   This year the ministry 
continued to grow and we now have more than 30 students on our roster! 
 
If you are interested in learning more about becoming involved in the Kids Klub ministry in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to any of the teachers or helpers mentioned.  I pray that God continue to provide wisdom and 
strength to those that serve this essential ministry! 

 
ProTeen  (formerly Aloft): 
Our youth attend ProTeen class during first hour (10am – 11am) each Sunday.  Our mission verse is Isaiah 40:31 
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles”.  This participant-centered 
learning environment is taught by Paula Lavish assisted by Andrew and Zak Lavish.  Object lessons and discussions 
focus students on owning their faith and applying the Word of God to their lives every day.  The Lord is moving and 
working in very exciting ways through this ministry!  The Lord has grown this ministry over the course of the year and 
has increased our numbers to 23 students from 17 families!  We are so blessed to share the Word of The Lord with 
these precious young saints every week! 
 

Kids Korner:  Meeting in the Nursery room, Kids Korner is open and ready to welcome your Nursery or Kids Klub 
child during second hour services so you can journey into God’s Word by attending adult education classes.   
 



TUESDAY: 
 
ProTeen:   ProTeen is a youth group for kids 5th grade through college age hosted by Paula and Andrew Lavish 
on Tuesday nights year-round at their home in Southbury.  It is a high-energy time of games, relationship 
building, praise and worship, encouragement, and learning God’s Word.   This group has continued to grow 
significantly and currently includes more than 40 middle schoolers and teens from Community Chapel, Christ 
the Redeemer, other local churches, plus friends of our youth who do not regularly attend a church.  ProTeen 
includes students from Southbury, Woodbury, Middlebury, Watertown, Waterbury, Oxford and Beacon Falls. 
Adult leaders include Art Platt, John Chipko, Laura Guillett, Glen Pizzolorusso, and Paula and Andrew Lavish. The 
kids arrive and enjoy dinner prepared with love by Andrew followed by a large group game, praise and worship, 
and small group Bible study, discussion and prayer.  Every winter we attend Camp Berea Deep Freeze winter 
weekend retreat in New Hampshire!  Having grown into a close-knit group of kids, we have explored many 
topics relevant to teenage life and have sought God’s Word and its application in difficult situations.  With 
humility and gratitude we report that we have seen a mighty outpouring of God’s Spirit over our mid-week 
youth ministry.  Learning and praying together, this ministry is encouraging young people as well as developing 
future leaders for the Kingdom.   
 

ProTeen youth served the community this year through a variety of programs such as: 

 World Vision’s “30-Hour Famine” raising funds and awareness to fight world hunger 

 Samaritan’s Purse “Operation Christmas Child” to provide gift boxes to needy children across the world 

 Angel Tree Prison ministry delivering gifts to the children of incarcerated parents 

 Southbury Food Bank by supplying canned pork and beans regularly as part of the “Adopt-A-Shelf” 
program 

 Acts4 Ministry by volunteering to deliver furniture, sort donations, and help in the Thrift Store 

 YoungLife/WyldLife volunteer leaders and fund raising 

 Great Strides Walk for Cystic Fibrosis 

ProTeen also hosted “ProTeen In The Park” for the second time in June, putting together a Sunday service in 
Ballentine Park including praise and worship and a review of the ministry where all the students were involved.  
Look for a repeat this summer on August 30! 
 

Summary 
God is changing hearts within our Children and Youth Christian Education ministries.  He shows them over and over 
that they truly can do all things with His strength.  They draw close to Him and, faithful to His Word, He draws close 
to them.  He upholds them in His righteous right hand and He reminds them that He has overcome the world and 
they are more than conquerors.  He also continues to refresh our leadership and keep us strong - He is my strength 
and my salvation!   
 

In His service, 
Paula Lavish 
 
“ I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that 
you may know him better. “  Ephesians 1:17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adult Christian Education Ministry 

Sunday School 2nd Hour 

There were two adult classes that met during second hour this year, each providing a rich and rewarding experience 

for those who attended.  The first class, held in the Fall ’14 and Spring ‘15 led by Jerry Ramsay, has been a study and 

dialog on the book of Romans.  The class is attended by 15-20 weekly.  The second class met for 9 weeks in the Fall. It 

was a study of the book of Acts. 

Women’s Ministry  

• Monday evening’s group led by Kathy MacWilliams.  Average attendance was 15. In the Fall they continued a 

study from last year on Francis Frangipane's In Christ's Image series.  From September through December, they 

completed the study on Humility and from January through March, on Prayer. In April, they started Max Lucado's 

book, Come Thirsty. 

• Wednesday morning’s group led by Anne Burke. It takes place at Woodbury First Congregational and 

averaged 25/week. (many from out of town and other churches)  

New!   Adelphi is a new networking ministry to connect and better bring together the women in our church started 

by Marie Scinto.   

Men’s Ministry  

• On the first and third Saturday's of the month, men from Community Chapel met for study and fellowship.  

This time was led by Andy Gullberg and Joe Scinto.  They used a number of book and video resources throughout the 

year. 

• There was also a weekly men’s study on Monday nights lead by Charlie Rosa.   

• This year there were two one day men’s retreats, the first in the Fall was lead by Andy Gullberg and the 

second in the Winter was lead by Christian counselor Steve Gilbert.  Both events were very well received and were 

held at the Lodge at Camp Washington.  Thanks George McCleary for the breakfast! 

 Young Professionals 
Meeting weekly are a group of late 20s and early 30s for study and fellowship in Oakville. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Deaconess Report 2014-2015 

 
The Deaconesses had a very good year. We have come together in prayer for members of our 

church and families outside the church, when we are made aware of a need. 
  

 As has been our practice for many years, we continue  to pick up  the flowers 
 that are placed on the alter on Sunday mornings.  Always a lovely sight at the front of the church. 

 
We have provided several families, dealing with health issues, with meals during the year.  

The deaconesses also provided a beautiful luncheon for a memorial service for the Lundy family, 
after the loss of Floyd.  It is always a pleasure for us to service the families of Community Chapel 

in a personal way. 
 

We had a progressive picnic  in August.  Starting at the Platt's home for the main course and 
ending at the Ramsay's relaxing  around the  fire pit, roasting marshmallows, and making ice 
cream sundaes.  We also enjoyed some singing with music provided by Art Platt and John 

Famiglietti.  Lots of food along with great fellowship took place.  A good time was enjoyed by all! 
 

The deaconesses also are part of the  Care Connection groups, each group is assigned a 
deaconess to give support to the Elder and Pastors.  

 
We have been blessed to have Dawne  Ramsay join the Deaconesses this year as our newest 

deaconess. Dawne's  talents  and new ideas will serve our committee and Community Chapel well. 
While we are five women who are called deaconess there are many sisters in Christ  

who serve along side of us. 
 

We are thankful and blessed to have the opportunity to serve our church family. 
Carol Rosa, Patti Morgan,  Patty Gullberg, Patricia Chipko, Dawne Ramsay   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fellowship Report (2015)  

 

Fellowship should be considered an extension of our worship, it is where we can interact with the Living Word and 

become a doer of it instead of a hearer.  

 

We are called by God “as we see the Day approaching” to not give up meeting, encouraging and praying with each other. 

 

I invite all of you to join me during Fellowship Hour for a time of refreshing and renewing and to be part of this ministry 

by signing-up to bring treats to share with our family on Sunday. 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 

I am grateful for those of you who have joined me in serving our church during Hospitality Hour after service every 

Sunday and those of you who have volunteered to help me cleanup.  

 

It continues to be a struggle each week to fill our sign-up sheet, and I am finding many names duplicated each month. My 

desire is that we, as a church family, will participate in this important ministry.  

 

I am also very excited that our Adelphe Fellowship has had such a great response on Facebook. We have 50 members! I 

plan on starting our Gatherings once my spring yard cleanup is completed! For those of you unfamiliar with Adelphe, it is a 

support group for the women of Community Chapel 

 

Small group 'Gatherings' (2-12) will be encouraged in order to create an intimate time of sharing and bonding. Gatherings 

can be movie or TV nights, baking parties, exercise dates (hikes, walks), lunch dates, coffee dates, mommy and me outings, Bible 

studies, book clubs, etc.  

 

I will be hosting small group Gatherings through out the year.  Once you have attended, you will be encouraged to create 

an opportunity for a Gathering of your own with other sister’s from Community Chapel. The goal is to have every woman attend a 

Gathering and create an atmosphere of Adelphe and unconditional love through out our church. 

 

 A private FB group (Adelphe Fellowship) will act as a resource to help connect with others to organize a Gathering.  

It will also serve as a place for encouragement and laughter. 

 

In His Service, 

Marie Scinto  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Missions Committee Annual Report 
2014-2015 

 
The Missions Committee and the Outreach Committee meet and plan activities together, but have separate reports.  
This is the Missions report, but it also includes some joint activities. 

Missions/Outreach Tag Sale:  In September 2014, we held a tag sale at Art and Jeana Platt’s home, and raised about 
$1K, which was used to benefit C&MA Pastor Sumpan at the Nonsomboom Leprosy Village and for playground 
equipment for children of Northeastern Bible School students in Northeast Thailand.  When the Thailand Team 
visited in June, they learned that NBS was getting more families with small children as students, and they needed 
playground equipment.  They also learned that Pastor Sumpan needed funds to purchase caskets for his church 
members who suffered from leprosy and were abandoned by their families to have dignified burials.  There were 
problems cashing the check we sent, and by the time Pastor Sumpan received our gift, he had just lost his teenage 
son in a motorcycle accident and his wife had left him.  He cried when he realized that he was not forgotten.  We 
were frustrated with the delay, but God’s timing is always perfect!  This year, on May 30th, we will be at the 
Southbury town-wide tag sale for the first time, and plan to also have Community Chapel cards and Bibles/tracts 
available.  We are considering participating in the town-wide tag sale again in the Fall. 

Missions/Outreach Dinner:  On January 30th, we held a dinner at the Ministry Center where we presented all the 
opportunities for ministry in 2015.  The dinner was well-attended and served to help us discern what the Lord would 
have us focus on and participate in, and we agreed that we will continue to have these dinners the same time every 
year.  Most of the activities will be in the Outreach Committee report.  For Missions, Pastor Jim presented a new 
opportunity to partner with a creative access country; see Missions Partnership for details.     

Missions Partnerships:  For many years, The Community Chapel, along with other CT C&MA churches, have 
partnered with Congo and Thailand, to send short-term teams and to designate a percentage of our GCF giving for 
specific needs in these countries as part of the CT Coalition.  The Congo field is in the process of shutting down, 
because of the successful equipping of the local churches, so our support will be ending also.  Our support for 
Thailand has always been for C&MA Missionary Janice Quinlan and at her request, had been directed towards NBS.  
Now that she is Field Director and NBS has improved financially, she has asked us to consider changing our giving 
towards other field ministries, at her direction.  A new opportunity for partnership has come up for a creative access 
country, and we are in the process of determining the details.  Creative access countries are countries that are hostile 
to the Gospel and missionaries are not welcome, so different strategies are needed to be able to share the Gospel in 
those places.   Stay tuned… 

Thailand Missions Trip:  Art Platt, Kathy MacWilliams, Jonathan Ramsay, Sarah Renaud (from ProTeen and Christ the 
Redeemer Church) and Liz Nelson from Norwich Alliance went on a short-term missions trip to Thailand June 13-28th.  
Prior to the trip, we skyped Janice Quinlan into the church service, and had planned on skyping the team into the 
church service on June 15th but weren’t able to.  On July 27th, they shared about their experiences with The 
Community Chapel, and on August 24th, with Norwich Alliance.     

Another Missions Trip is tentatively planned for 2017, possibly back to Thailand in early Spring.  This depends on the 
direction for the new partnership country (see above). 

Missions Conference:  For the first time, we had a Fall Missions Conference, held in November.  Jack and Diana 
Stimmel are C&MA missionaries to a creative access country (referred to as “Green Mountains”), and they shared on 
how the C&MA is providing access to the Gospel in that country, as well as other countries where 82% have little or 
no access to the Gospel.  On Monday evening, they each shared with the Men’s and Ladies’ Bible study groups, and 
on Tuesday night they were at ProTeen. 

In March, we had  Janice Quinlan as well as Carolyn Thorsen, a missionary nurse at the Bongolo Hospital in Gabon, 
West Africa.  Janice shared on Sunday morning about how the Thailand field, which has been around for many years, 
was in danger of shutting down but the C&MA decided to invest in an “old” field and chose Thailand, and they now 
have 12 new families being trained to serve!  Carolyn shared at the Ministry Center on Monday night about her 
incredible story of arriving in Gabon to a tiny dispensary in 1977 after a long (52-day) slow boat trip and being part of 



seeing God build that into a 158-bed hospital, complete with a Dental Clinic, Nursing School, Outpatient and Surgery, 
Maternity, Pediatrics, Laboratory, Eye Surgery Clinic and an AIDS/HIV Treatment Center.  On Tuesday night, both 
ladies shared at ProTeen and on Wednesday morning, they both shared with Anne Burke’s Ladies Bible Study group. 

Great Commission Fund and Missions Giving:  The Great Commission Fund (GCF) provides housing, food and other 
necessary expenses for C&MA missionaries so they don’t have to raise their own support.  To give to the GCF, make 
your checks payable to The Community Chapel and put “GCF” in the memo field. 

For the calendar year of 2014, the following was given to support Missions:  $34,227.84.  Of that, $10,950 was given 
to the GCF – and this from a relatively small number of church members.  Thank you for faithfully giving so our 
missionaries can continue their life-changing work around the world! 

Giving Via Budget:  $ 6,000.00          
Giving Via GCF:            $10.950.00 
Thailand Trip:                $14,085.00 
Other Missions Giving:  $  3,192.84 
 
Grand Total:                  $34,227.84 

The Community Chapel is an extremely generous and supportive church; however, giving to the GCF has not been 
reflected as a priority for the past few years.  As we move steadily closer to actually having a building, it was 
important to evaluate how to bring giving to the GCF more in line with our future as a C&MA church.  The decision 
was made to request a change to the annual budget to designate a 1% “tithe” from the General Fund to the Great 
Commission Fund so we can continue to provide the support our missionaries need, and also allow the congregation 
to continue supporting other important activities.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy MacWilliams 
Missions Committee Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Outreach Annual Report 

Community Chapel 

2014-2015 
 

Community Chapel continues to support the Acts 4 Ministry  which supports the needs of families 

and individuals in financial distress, who may have ‘lost everything to fire, flood, etc.’ within the 

Greater Waterbury area  with volunteers that help with their furniture ministry, clothing drives and 

home visits. 

 

For the 3rd year we once again had a booth at the Southbury Celebration where we passed out 

chocolate chip cookies to the community and provided a cookie decorating station for kids. A great 

event to show Community Chapel's care for the community. 

 

Angel Tree, a program of Prison Fellowship, reaches out to the children of inmates and their 

families with the love of Christ . Many years now at Christmas time Community Chapel has 

participated in this ministry through our generous volunteers who donate, wrap and deliver gifts in 

the greater Waterbury area. Many thanks to Pam Famiglietti who has organized and coordinated this 

event for many years . 

 

February has become the month that Community Chapel volunteers to collect non perishable food 

items for the Southbury Food Bank. Thanks for the help in re-stocking those shelves. 

 

This past year for the first time the Missions and Outreach committees hosted an informative 

Dinner Program that presented the various ministries/missions  that Community Chapel supports 

and presented ways members could serve. We hope to make this an annual event. The committees 

will again will set up a table at the Town Wide Tag Sale in Southbury. Church members donate 

items and the proceeds from the tag sale support various missionaries and local ministries. Several 

thousands of dollars has been raised through this effort. In years past the Platt's opened there yard for 

our use in this event. Many thanks to them. This year we will have a table on the green. 

 

On Saturday May 16 Community Chapel will  for the second year will sponsor a water table for  the 

Great Strides Cystic Fibrosis walk. Once again two teams from Community Chapel will be 

walking. 

 

Preparations have begun on the Community Garden at Settler's park. All the harvest from the 

garden is donated to the Southbury food Bank. This year the town has provided fresh top soil and 

compost for the plot. 

 

The Community Chapel family is a very giving and serving community. A very heart felt thanks to 

all who serve. 

 

Faithfully Submitted 

     Andrew Gullberg    
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER and HEALING TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 

2014-2015 

 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; and the Lord will raise him up”  James 5”15.  

The purpose of the Prayer Team is to pray for and with individuals wanting prayer for their various needs, not only 

for physical or emotional healing, but for financial, relational, and circumstantial concerns as well. If it matters to you, 

it matters to God and the members of this team are ready and willing to pray for you.  Our purpose is, also, to 

encourage our church to be a house of prayer.  

To that end, the Prayer Team held a Prayer Retreat for our church on 9/7/14 immediately following the service. In 

January, we moved the Day of Prayer and Fasting from Wednesdays to the Saturday evening before the first Sunday 

of the month. That gathering takes place at 7:00 p.m. at New Song Counseling, 493 Heritage Rd. in Southbury, CT and 

everyone is invited to join us in praying for our church. Participants may also join the Prayer Team in a time of fasting 

and break their fast by receiving The Lord’s Supper on Sunday. The Prayer Team has always prayed on Sunday 

mornings from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. in preparation for the worship service and this year we opened up that time to 

include all members of our church. It is held in the Teachers Room across from the Nursery.  

Prayer Team members are available every Sunday following the service to pray for you. Also, prayer slips are 

available every Sunday to fill out and leave in the offering basket or Prayer Box located in the back of the sanctuary. 

Prayer Ministers collect the slips and pray for your requests before leaving church and during the week.  Extended 

times of prayer are available by appointment. We are also available to pray for people who do not attend our church 

but are in need of prayer.  Call Denise at 203 512 2229 or the pastors at the Ministry Center, 203 264 1045. All prayer 

requests are held in strict confidence and not shared with anyone outside of the Prayer Ministry.  

To prepare ourselves to pray for you, the members of the Prayer Team read books, consult with Prayer Ministers 

from other churches and hold annual Prayer Retreats for the members of the team. The members of the Prayer Team 

are Kathy MacWilliams, Jeana Platt, Susan and Allan Johnson, Carol and Charlie Rosa, Anne and Ken Burke and Denise 

Casavant.   

The Prayer Team would welcome new members so if you believe God is drawing you into this ministry, please call 

Denise or see any member of the team.  

It is a joy and a great blessing to be used by the Lord to pray for you individually and for our church corporately. We 

love praying for you.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Denise Casavant 

 

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” James 5:16b. (NAS). 
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This past year has continued to be a privilege for the Worship Team to lead the Community Chapel 

congregation closer to God through the words we sing, the instruments we play, and the prayers and expressions 

and scriptures that we intermingle.  We simply exalt God and encourage everyone also to worship God weekly with 

all their hearts and enthusiasm. 

CHANGES 

This past year has brought a few changes to the Worship Team: 

- VOLUNTEERS 

o Some team members have moved on for now, and some have joined in to help or stepped 

up to help more.  But we continue to have a wonderful, reliable, faithful, talented, solid 

group of musicians and singers that regularly volunteer their time in and out of church for 

your benefit.  I thank them with you for their service. 

- PLANNING CENTER ONLINE 

o Planning Center Online is a web-based application that allows us to centrally coordinate 

several functions of the church so that it operates more smoothly and more efficiently.  One 

visible example is the projection of song lyrics and sermon aides that can have more 

attractive backgrounds and prevent having to flip between different software to do so.  

Planning Center Online also assists with scheduling of volunteers and providing electronic 

music for the musicians. 

CONFERENCE 

The worship team again attended a Simply Worship conference.  This conference brings together 

thousands of worship leaders from this region to provide them training on all aspects of leading worship.  

We greatly benefited from this training, and hope to attend again this year. 

LOOKING FORWARD 

- We intend to continue to assist in spiritual growth and encouragement on a weekly basis. 

- We intend to continue to integrate our processes using Planning Center Online. 

- We intend to attend the Simply Worship conference in the fall. 

On behalf of the Worship Team, we thank you for the honor of serving the Lord and the Community Chapel 

with the gifts He has given to us.  Personally, I would like to thank each and every member of the worship 

team, as well as those additional occasional vocalists and instrumentalists who bless all of us with your 

gifts. 

Love, 
Kevin Rhodes 

 

 
  


